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Our current Year 13 students say… 

“Physics is a really tough subject but my teacher makes it all so accessible” 
“I’ve never worked so hard for a subject in my life but also have never enjoyed working 
this hard so much” 
“The lessons are great and help me to access some tough concepts, the practicals are 
great too, as they help me to understand the theory” 
 

Why should I choose Physics? 

Ever wondered how your mobile phone taps into quantum physics, what 
groundbreaking discoveries are happening at CERN, or how electricity powers our 
modern world? Physics is the key to unlocking these mysteries—and so much more. 
It’s the science that doesn’t just explain the world around us; it models it, using 
elegant equations that stretch from the tiniest particles to the vastness of space. 
Studying Physics opens doors to the widest range of degrees in Science, 
Mathematics, Computer Science, and Engineering. If you’re ready to explore the 
forces that shape reality itself, Physics is your launchpad. 

Our results in 2025: 43% A* - C 

 

Minimum entry requirements 

• Separate (triple) science: Grades 6 in Physics and 6 in any other science or 
combined (double) science: Grade 6-6  

• Grade 6 in Mathematics 



What will I learn? 

At Thomas Tallis, we follow the OCR Physics A curriculum. All examinations are taken 
at the end of year 2 and there is a separate practical element which students need to 
pass. Pupils over the following modules: 1. Practical skills in physics 2. Foundation of 
physics 3. Forces and motion 4. Electrons, waves and photons.5. Newtonian world and 
astrophysics 6. Particles and medical physics. 

 

What’s different about Physics at Thomas Tallis? 

The Thomas Tallis physics department is a large, enthusiastic team of teachers who 
love the subject. We offer:  

• A residential trip to CERN labs in Switzerland. 

• Guest lectures in school by professional scientists and experts. 

• An opportunity to compete in the Oxford Physics Olympiad. 

• Bespoke preparation for Oxbridge entrance exams. 

In addition, we follow a rigorous curriculum that goes beyond the exam so pupils 
understand the subject at a deeper level, can independently think, and are prepared 
for university. Our students have been awarded places at universities such as 
Cambridge to study Engineering and Natural Sciences, as well as Warwick, Imperial 
and UCL to study Physics and more. 

 

How am I assessed? 

• Paper 1: Modules 1,2,3,5 (135min exams) 
o 105 marks Multiple choice 
o 85 marks long response 

• Paper 2: Modules 1,2,4,6 (135min exam) 
o 15 marks Multiple choice 
o 85 marks long response 

• Paper 3: Modules 1-6 (90min Exam) 
o 70 Marks long response 

• Ongoing practical skills during lesson time are assessed for the Practical 
Endorsement. 


