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What can I study?
There are over 350 institutions and over 35,000 
courses to choose from on UCAS, from the very 
common to the very unusual
Kent alone has over 200 courses to choose from
University courses work very differently to A Level or 
GCSE courses
ŅȂɌфƄȂǵѵɀфƿŖɨƑфɀȂфɀŖǠƑфȶȂǲƑɀƿǆǵƮфɀƿŖɀфɳȂɌѵɨƑфŖǦȭƑŖƄɳф
studied in the past
Some courses offer you the chance to choose which 
topics you study within the course, to really specialise 
in areas you love



University courses work very differently to A 
Level or GCSE courses
 

Studying a particular course varies greatly 
between institutions, with different topics 
covered or levels of choice available.
 

Some courses also offer you the chance to 
choose which topics you study within the 
course
 

Other courses might be more restrictive, 
requiring you to cover specific content in 
order to qualify e.g. Medicine, Social Work

Course Content and Flexibility 

Make sure you look at the course content in detail - ƄȂǵѵɀфŖȶȶɌǲƑф
based on the title!  



How are you taught? 

ÅLectures

ÅSeminars 

ÅWorkshops

ÅPlacements

How are you assessed?

ÅEssays

ÅAssignments 

ÅPresentations

ÅPractical Work

ÅExams 

Contact hours will vary between 
courses- some rely more on classes 
while others value independent study

Courses with lower contact hours will 
expect you to do more independent 
study



ǵƄфɀƿƑȭƑѵȶфǲȂȭƑя
YEAR IN COURSES PLACEMENT YEARSSTUDY ABROAD

Å Add an inter -disciplinary year
Å Engage with multiple subjects 
Å Broaden your career prospects

Å Spend time studying overseas
Å Experience other cultures 
Å Develop your skills and 

character

Å Undertake a year of work 
experience

Å Network with employers 
Å Broaden your skillset 





FILM NIGHT



Planning

Written and 
verbal 

communication

Time 
management 

Independent  
learning Organisation

University not only gives you specific subject 
knowledge, but also a wide range of 
transferable skills too

Some degrees are more focused, while others 
might offer a more general skillset which can 
be used in a variety of areas

One of the most important skills is to 
understand how you learn and study best



Student Support

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

University offers a supportive environment with 
teams of professionals to help with everything from 
personal  and mental wellbeing to practical, 
everyday issues.

Study Support

Å

Å

Å

Å

sȂǆǵƮфɀȂфɌǵǆɨƑȭȶǆɀɳфƄȂƑȶǵѵɀф
mean to have to figure 
everything out by yourself, 
there is lots of help available



Students  Unions
Å

Å

Å

Å



University offers many students the chance 
to move away from home for the first time, 
but there is still the opportunity to commute 
from home to university.

Å Live close to your classes and university 
facilities

Å Learn how to take care of yourself and 
live independently - develop everyday life 
skills

Å Move into a supported environment where 
help is available from the university

Å Live alongside students your own age and 
meet new people

Student Living

University is about learning in everyday 
life, not just the classroom
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Clubs & 
Societies Sport



ACADEMIC FACTORS:

ѕStudy the subject you enjoy in more depth

ѕLearn from experts in their field

ѕ Independent learning

SOCIAL FACTORS:

ѕUnique and new experience

ѕSports clubs & societies

ѕ Independence & freedom

CAREER FACTORS:

ѕGraduate Schemes

ѕWork Placements & Year in industry

ѕCareers & Employability services

Benefits of University



Å

Å

Å

Å

What is a degree apprenticeship?



What is a degree 
apprenticeship?





Day in the life of a degree 
apprenticeship



How do degree apprenticeships work? 

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å



ÅSalaries will vary depending on the industry you work in and where you are 
based

ÅDegree apprentice salaries will generally ȭŖǵƮƑфƬȭȂǲфŖȭȂɌǵƄфӠώϗьύύύфɀȂфŖȶфǲɌŽƿф
asӠϐϔьύύύ

ÅThe average salary for most degree apprentices in the UK is currently around 
Ӡϐύьύύύ

Average salaries for degree
apprenticeships

Position: Industry: Average Starting 
Salary*:

1 Accountancy Ӡϐϒьύύύ

2 Banking Ӡϐύьύύύ

3 IT Ӡϐύьύύύ

4 Engineering Ӡϐύьύύύ

5 Legal/Law Ӡώϖьύύύ



Where do the universities come in? 
Each Degree Apprentice employer will partner with 
a university or Higher Education provider  

ÅĔƿƑфȨȭȂɨǆƄƑȭфŽȂɌǦƄфƄƑȨƑǵƄфȂǵфɀƿƑфƑǲȨǦȂɳƑȭѵȶф
location or field of industry

ÅStudy might be in -person, by distance learning 
or both

ÅStudents will be assessed by assignments or 
tests during the Degree Apprenticeship

Å Universities provide support with learning 
development and all the pastoral care, 
information, and advice that any other student 
would get.

ÅA degree apprentice is also an undergraduate 
student and has access to the same student 
services.





Degree vs apprenticeship



How to find degree apprenticeships



How to apply

Degree apprenticeships are employer led training- you are 
applying to the employer, not to university

ÅApplications are similar to applying for any other job - 
you may need to provide a CV, application form or 
interview

ÅNo involvement from UCAS

ÅNo limit on how many applications you can make

ÅOpportunities can arise at any time throughout the 
year

The employer is in full control of the application process, 
the university only gets involved after  you have been 
accepted

As with any employment, the best opportunities will be 
highly competitive



Entry requirements 

The entry requirements for each degree apprenticeship 
vary from programme to programme. 

Most employers set requirements that are similar to 
traditional university degrees - ɀƿŖɀѵȶфɀɳȨǆŽŖǦǦɳфɀƿȭƑƑф ф
levels (A* to C).

However, not all employers require candidates to have A 
Levels to qualify for applications. 

Some employers set a particular number of UCAS points 
as entry criteria. This means students who have a range 
qualifications can also apply.



Things to remember



Benefits of a degree apprenticeship

ÅImmediate access to an employer 
and hands-on work experience
ÅExcellent progression 

opportunities - 80% of apprentices 
stay on with their employer
ÅBroad range of opportunities in a 

variety of fields and geographical 
areas
ÅWork alongside a diverse range of 

people and be mentored by experts 
in your chosen field 



Other considerations 

ÅNot as many social opportunities while 
working full -time 
ÅŅȂɌфɫȂǵѵɀфƮƑɀфɀƿƑфȶŖǲƑфѴɌǵǆɨƑȭȶǆɀɳф
ƑɲȨƑȭǆƑǵŽƑѵфŖȶфŖфƬɌǦǦ-time student
ÅMust manage your studies alongside 

working full -time
ÅMust pass assessments and demonstrate 

your learning
ÅGoing into a new environment without your 

peers 
ÅLocked into that one company for at least 3 

years
ÅExtremely competitive opportunity to get



Degree apprenticeships or university



ÅRemember degree apprenticeships are primarily 
about working in a full -time job

Å
 this can be very competitive

ÅOpportunities can be found in all areas of work and all 
around the country

Å paid a salary course fees are 
covered  

ÅDegree apprenticeships offer natural progression  

Conclusion
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